




 
            
  
 
              


AMSI “

“
Our vision is to give back, inspire, 
make a difference and touch the 
lives of our students.        “ “

AMSI Voices, whose members are all graduates from AMSI schools, is a team of 
like-minded professionals committed to enabling the career and personal develop-
ment goals of youth in Dubai. This group of highly diverse, educated professionals 
are contributing to the future of Dubai’s young people by hosting events and other 
mentorship opportunities. AMSI Voices is a proactive group linked by shared expe-
riences and committed to a positive, outcome – driven future by dedicating time, 
resources and solutions to address current issues faced by young people in the UAE.



AMSI Voices Steering Committee

Alissar Nasr Soubra - Al Mawakeb School, Class of 1984
AMSI Chief Academic Officer

•Master of Education in Administrative Planning and Social Policy from Harvard University
•Bachelor of Science in Mathematics from Case Western Reserve University
•Has more than 30 years of experience in academic planning, curriculum development, and 
school operations

Hind Abdul Hamied Seddiqi - Al Mawakeb Al Barsha, Class of 2001
Chief Marketing & Communication Officer of Seddiqi Holding

•Bachelor’s Degree in Mass Communications from the American University of Sharjah
•Member of the Seddiqi Holding Executive Committee
•Member of the Rising Talents Initiative of Women’s Forum for the Economy & Society 
since 2016
•Director General of Dubai Watch Week
•Has over 13 years’ experience in communications and family business management

Mania Merrikhi - Al Mawakeb Al Garhoud, Class of 2000
Marketing and Communications Consultant

•Doctorate of Business Administration from Atlantic International University, USA
•Has over 18 years of experience in Marketing and Communications and Business 
Development in both public and private sectors 

Mariam Al Afridi - Al Mawakeb Al Garhoud, Class of 1999
Director of Government Communications Department of Economic Development 
Government of Dubai

•Doctorate of Business Administration from the British University in Dubai
•Ranked Top 10 Most Influential Global Marketing Leader by World Marketing Congress, 
India 2017 
•Sheikha Shamsa Award for Innovative Women in the trade category 2013
•Overall Professional Winner by Emirates Women Award 2010
•Leads the group communications of Dubai’s Economy

Mahra Al Khaja - Al Mawakeb Al Garhoud, Class of 2005
Project Manager at Emirates Global Aluminium (EGA)/Makeup Artist 

•Masters in General Management from the Canadian University in Dubai
•Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering from the American University in Dubai
•Diploma in Fashion/Photographic/Media Makeup Diploma from The London School of 
Makeup and Beauty 
•Played the role of vice chairman of Emirates Aluminium Ladies Club to empower women



AMSI Voices Steering Committee

Marwa Al Shaibani - Al Mawakeb Al Garhoud, Class of 2008
Freelancer Event Planner (Honorary Steering Committee Member)

•Masters in International Relations from the University of Wollongong in Dubai
•Founder of Young Eager Steps 2009-2015 
•Strategy Project Executive Jafza 2013-2015
•Created more than 50 events in community service 
•Participated in TED talks at the age of 19 
•Led a team in Jafza to be nominated in Hamdan Bin Mohamed Awards for the first time

Dino Drimakis - Al Mawakeb Al Garhoud, Class of 2005
Founder of EMI/Operations Manager NMK Electronics Group

•Business Marketing degree from California State University (Northridge)
•Driving the implementation of new strategies, managing and developing growth 
opportunities within NMK Electronics Group

Mohammed Al Harmi - Al Mawakeb Al Barsha, Class of 2000
Senior Director of Corporate Development Department at 
Mohammed Bin Rashid Space Centre (MBRSC)

•M.S. in Aerospace Engineering at the Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology 
(KAIST)
•Al Harmi is the leader of the ground segment system engineering for the Emirates Mars 
Mission (EMM) – Hope

Tarek Berri - Al Mawakeb Al Garhoud, Class of 2002
Founder of Tarek Berri Architects

•Masters in Architecture from Barcelona Institute of Architecture, Barcelona, Spain
•Founded his own architectural design studio, Tarek Berri Architects
•Tarek is an architect, interior designer and experimental furniture designer



Conference Program
9:15 - 9:20 National Anthem 

9:20 - 9:25 AMSI Voices Curtain Raiser video 

9:25 - 9:30 Welcome Speech - Mrs. Alissar Nasr Soubra, AMS 1984
                                  Chief Academic Officer - AMSI Schools

9:30 - 10:00 Panel with H.E. Noura bint Mohammed Al Kaabi,
UAE Minister of Culture and Knowledge Development

10:05 - 10:55

Panel 1: Courageous Choices 
Moderator: Hind Seddiqi, AMB 2001
Panelists:
     •Dr. Nadia Bastaki, AMG 1997
     •Joyce Amil, AMG 2003
     •Noura Al Mulla, AMG 2006
     •Amna Belhoul, AMG 2006

10:55 - 11:15 Q & A

11:15 - 12:00

Panel 2: How it all began 
Moderator: Marwa Sheibani, AMG 2008
Panelists:
     •Alissar Nasr Soubra, AMS 1984
     •Mariam Al Afridi, AMG 1999
     •Hind Seddiqi, AMB 2001
     •Mania Merrikhi, AMG 2000
     •Mahra Al Khaja, AMG 2005

12:00 - 12:15 Q & A

12:25 - 13:05 1st round of Breakout Sessions

13:05 - 13:30 Lunch Break

13:35 - 14:20 2nd round of Breakout Sessions

14:30 - 15:20

Panel 3: Turning Points
Moderator: Alissar Nasr Soubra, AMS 1984
Panelists:
     •Ahlam Blooki, AMG 2006 
     •Dr. Alaa Galadari, AMB 2008 
     •Elham Al Qassimi, AMB 1999 
     •Hana Kazim, AMB 2008 
     •Haya Masoud, AMB 2006

15:20 - 15:35 Q & A

15:35 - 16:00 Closing Remarks - Mrs. Alissar Nasr Soubra

“Girls are Makers of Change”
”هن صانعات التغيير“
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Keynote Speaker

Noura bint Mohammed Al Kaabi was appointed UAE Minister of Culture and Knowledge Devel-
opment in October 2017. As Minister of Culture and Knowledge Development, Al Kaabi is re-
sponsible for the promotion of UAE-based cultural initiatives on both national and international 
level. In her capacity as Minister, she is responsible for developing policies and legislations that 
support cultural activities in the UAE and to nurture young creative talent within the community. 
Previously, she has held the post of Minister of State for Federal National Council Affairs. 

In addition to her ministerial responsibilities, Al Kaabi is also President of Zayed University, 
Chairperson of Abu Dhabi Media Zone Authority and Abu Dhabi National Exhibition Centre. She 
also sits on the board of Abu Dhabi Media.

Al Kaabi is the first Emirati to be ranked in Foreign Policy magazine’s ‘Top 100 Global Thinkers 
List’. In 2014, she was named Forbes Middle East’s 30 Most Influential Women in Government. 
Her role in growing the UAE’s media industry was recognised by America Abroad Media in 2015 
and she was named as one of 20 Most Powerful Women in global television by The Hollywood 
Reporter in 2016. She has been a Young Global Leader at the World Economic Forum since 2014. 

Al Kaabi received her high school education in Abu Dhabi and Pennsylvania. She holds a Bachelor 
of Arts in Management Information Systems from UAE University in Al Ain, and also completed 
an Executive Leadership Programme at the London Business School in 2011.

H.E. Noura bint Mohammed Al Kaabi 
UAE Minister of Culture and Knowledge Development



Speakers & Panelists

*Panelists are listed in order of Graduation Year

Ahlam Blooki  - Al Mawakeb Al Garhoud, Class of 2006
Director of the Emirates Festival of Literature  

•Bachelor of Science in International Hospitality Management from the Emirates Academy 
of Hospitality Management
•Head of Regional Campaigns at Dubai Tourism 
•Spent over four years working in marketing roles at global hospitality group, Jumeirah 
Group

Joyce Amil - Al Mawakeb Al Garhoud, Class of 2003
Business Owner/Dancer/ Dance Teacher/Choreographer 

•Bachelor of Arts in Creative Advertising from the American University in Dubai
•Worked in luxury fashion, beauty, high end jewelry and fragrance PR for 5 years
•Later pursued entrepreneurship by opening several businesses (two beauty salons, a 
barbershop and an online fashion store)
•Trained as a dancer from the age of 18 and has now become a dance teacher and 
choreographer

Dr. Nadia Bastaki - Al Mawakeb School, Class of 1997
Aviation & Aerospace Medicine specialist at Etihad Airways Medical Center

•MD degree from the University of George T. Popa
•Obtained her Postgraduate degree in Aviation Medicine from Kings College London
•Completed her advanced Postgraduate Higher Diploma in Occupational medicine from 
Manchester University
•13 years of strong experience in Aviation Medicine, Occupational Medicine & in Manage-
ment & Directorial roles 
•First female UAE national to hold the title of Aviation Specialist and Aerospace medicine 
intensive work in wellbeing
•Created the 1st Aeromedical Center in the region
•Short listed in top 10 CEO in Abu Dhabi by Khalifa awards
•Member of the 30% club focusing on women empowerment and equal opportunity of 
hiring women in executive level

Elham Al Qassimi - Al Mawakeb Al Barsha, Class of 1999
Senior Executive and Investment Professional

•Bachelor of Business from the American University of Dubai 
•Masters in Social Policy from the London School of Economics
•The first Arab woman and the first UAE national to undertake a ski expedition to the 
North Pole (2010)
•Executive Director of the Ghadan 21 programme at the Abu Dhabi Executive Office where 
she led the strategic planning for the government’s three-year, AED50 billion AD Economic 
Stimulus Program (2019)
•Served as CEO of Abu Dhabi Investment Office
•Director of Mubadala Investment Company
•Commenced a job with JPMorgan in 2006 as part of the Global Diversified Industrials 
Team based in London, working on M&A transactions in chemicals, metals and mining, 
and infrastructure
•Investment Manager at Impetus Trust, a venture philanthropy fund



Speakers & Panelists

Haya Massoud - Al Mawakeb Al Barsha, Class of 2006
Associate at Baker McKenzie

•Studied Political Science in Montreal, Canada 
•Moved to London shortly afterwards to obtain her Law degree
•In her spare time, Haya enjoys eating excessive amounts of pizza and listening to 
Amr Diab

Noora Al Mulla - Al Mawakeb Al Garhoud, Class of 2006
President - Soroptimist International Gulf-Dubai 

•Bachelor of Arts in Interior Design  from the American University in Dubai
•Worked oversees in Etihad Airways Malaysia Sales Offices in 2014 
•Responsible for Partnership Marketing at the Special Olympics World Games hosted in 
Abu Dhabi  
•She became a founding member and immediate past president for Soroptimist Inter-
national Gulf-Dubai, it’s first chapter in the Middle East and Chairman of the board of 
Water Alliance focusing on water conservation through community engagement and 
corporate activations
•Collectively impacting 150 people through a trip to Uganda in 2017 - through Soropti-
mist International
•Collectively funding 100 water filters and 2 bio-sand toilets through a trip to the Philip-
pines in 2019 - through Soroptimist International
•Collectively impacting 300 Students and 50 Corporate Staff - through Water Alliance 
•Participated in the Women’s Heritage Walk - 120 km walk from AlAin to Abu Dhabi; 
retracing the footsteps of our ancestors who helped sculpt this country.
•Joined a 6 day expedition to explore the largest cave in the world - Son Doong Cave in 
Vietnam

Dr. Alaa Galadari - Al Mawakeb Al Barsha, Class of 2008
Resident Physician at Sheikh Khalifa Medical City (SEHA)

•MBBS from the College of Medicine and Health Sciences, UAEU
•Psychiatry resident at Sheikh Khalifa Medical City 
•Published 6 research papers in international peer reviewed journals
•Authored a chapter فصل: أطفال الحروب in the book الواقع و التحديات: حماية الطفل في العالم العربي
•IACAPAP research fellow, selected for second prize 
•Member of the Mental Health Council, SEHA
•Associate Board Member of Emirates Society for Child & Adolescent Mental Health, 
Emirates Medical Association

Amna Belhoul - Al Mawakeb Al Garhoud, Class of 2006
Creative Director - Ceremonies at Expo 2020 Dubai

•Bachelor of Arts in Animation from Zayed University
•Bachelor of Arts in Architecture from the American University in Dubai
•Responsible for creating and developing the Expo 2020 Mascots
•Began her career in the Blue Sky department at Walt Disney Imagineering, in Los Angeles

*Panelists are listed in order of Graduation Year



Ines Sebiane - Al Mawakeb Al Garhoud, Class of 2008
Founder/Executive Digital Producer and Director at Media Triangles

•Masters in General Management and Marketing
•Bachelor of Arts in TV and Radio production
•On going PHD (Leadership in Media Organizations)
•15+ experience in creating digital content, marketing and video production services
•She took part in creating award winning digital content such as Effie’s and Lynx awards
•Worked with international brands such as Google, Nivea, Bvlgari, DU, Cartoon Network 
Arabia, Sephora, Jaguar, Toyota, Mercedes, Dubai Government and many more
•Currently full-timer with Kharabeesh

Hana Kazim - Al Mawakeb Al Barsha, Class of 2008
Manager of Local Film & TV - Image Nation Abu Dhabi

•Masters of Fine Arts in Film Production at the American Film Institute Conservatory in 
Los Angeles
•Involved in the productions of RASHID & RAJAB and SCALES at Image Nation Abu Dhabi

Speakers & Panelists

*Panelists are listed in order of Graduation Year















Your generosity made our event that much more special...

Rayan Daouk
Al Mawakeb Al Barsha, Class of 2002

Shaima Al Shirawi
Al Mawakeb Al Barsha, Class of 2003

Fadl Al Safadi
Al Mawakeb Al Garhoud, Class of 2005

Mira Nasr
Al Mawakeb Al Garhoud, Class of 2010

for being part of our 5th AMSI Voices Conference.

Layla Kamber
Al Mawakeb Al Garhoud, Class of 2003

Walid Nasr - Freelance Videographer
International School of Arts & Sciences, Class of 2012

ThankYou!

“Girls are Makers of Change”
”هن صانعات التغيير“
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