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AMSI “

“
Our vision is to give back, inspire, 
make a difference and touch the 
lives of our students.        “ “

AMSI Voices, whose members are all graduates from AMSI schools, is a team of 
like-minded professionals committed to enabling the career and personal develop-
ment goals of youth in Dubai. This group of highly diverse, educated professionals 
are contributing to the future of Dubai’s young people by hosting events and other 
mentorship opportunities. AMSI Voices is a proactive group linked by shared expe-
riences and committed to a positive, outcome – driven future by dedicating time, 
resources and solutions to address current issues faced by young people in the UAE.



AMSI Voices Steering Committee

Alissar Nasr Soubra - Al Mawakeb School, Class of 1984
AMSI Chief Academic Officer

•Master of Education in Administrative Planning and Social Policy from Harvard University
•Bachelor of Science in Mathematics from Case Western Reserve University
•Has more than 30 years of experience in academic planning, curriculum development, and 
school operations

Hind Abdul Hamied Seddiqi - Al Mawakeb Al Barsha, Class of 2001
Chief Marketing & Communication Officer of Seddiqi Holding

•Bachelor’s Degree in Mass Communications from the American University of Sharjah
•Member of the Seddiqi Holding Executive Committee
•Member of the Rising Talents Initiative of Women’s Forum for the Economy & Society 
since 2016
•Director General of Dubai Watch Week
•Has over 13 years’ experience in communications and family business management

Mania Merrikhi - Al Mawakeb Al Garhoud, Class of 2000
Marketing and Communications Consultant

•Doctorate of Business Administration from Atlantic International University, USA
•Has over 18 years of experience in Marketing and Communications and Business 
Development in both public and private sectors 

Mahra Al Khaja - Al Mawakeb Al Garhoud, Class of 2005
Project Manager at Emirates Global Aluminium (EGA)/Makeup Artist 

•Masters in General Management from the Canadian University in Dubai
•Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering from the American University in Dubai
•Diploma in Fashion/Photographic/Media Makeup Diploma from The London School of 
Makeup and Beauty 
•Played the role of vice chairman of Emirates Aluminium Ladies Club to empower women

Mariam Al Afridi - Al Mawakeb Al Garhoud, Class of 1999
Director of Government Communications Department of Economic Development 
Government of Dubai

•Doctorate of Business Administration from the British University in Dubai
•Ranked Top 10 Most Influential Global Marketing Leader by World Marketing Congress, 
India 2017 
•Sheikha Shamsa Award for Innovative Women in the trade category 2013
•Overall Professional Winner by Emirates Women Award 2010
•Leads the group communications of Dubai’s Economy



AMSI Voices Steering Committee

Marwa Al Shaibani - Al Mawakeb Al Garhoud, Class of 2008
Freelancer Event Planner

•Masters in International Relations from the University of Wollongong in Dubai
•Founder of Young Eager Steps 2009-2015 
•Strategy Project Executive Jafza 2013-2015
•Created more than 50 events in community service 
•Participated in TED talks at the age of 19 
•Led a team in Jafza to be nominated in Hamdan Bin Mohamed Awards for the first time

Mohammed Al Harmi - Al Mawakeb Al Barsha, Class of 2000
Senior Director of Corporate Development Department at 
Mohammed Bin Rashid Space Centre (MBRSC)

•Master of Science in Aerospace Engineering at the Korea Advanced Institute of 
Science and Technology (KAIST)
•One of the founders of MBRSC

Tarek Berri - Al Mawakeb Al Garhoud, Class of 2002
Founder of Tarek Berri Architects

•Masters in Architecture from Barcelona Institute of Architecture, Barcelona, Spain
•Founded his own architectural design studio, Tarek Berri Architects
•Tarek is an architect, interior designer and experimental furniture designer

Nayef Shahin - Al Mawakeb Al Garhoud, Class of 2001
Founder and Managing Partner of Metis Management Consultancy 
Director of Government ICT products at DU

•Executive MBA from London Business School 
•Began his career in the space industry working for Al Yah satellite communications 
company (Yahsat)
•Established his own firm, Metis, which specializes in advising SMEs
•In his role at DU, working with government entities to help with their digital 
transformation journey

Dino Drimakis - Al Mawakeb Al Garhoud, Class of 2005
Founder of EMI/Operations Manager NMK Electronics Group

•Business Marketing degree from California State University (Northridge)
•Driving the implementation of new strategies, managing and developing growth 
opportunities within NMK Electronics Group



Conference Program
9:15 - 9:20 National Anthem 

9:20 - 9:25 AMSI Voices Curtain Raiser video 

9:25 - 9:35 Welcome Speech - Mrs. Alissar Nasr Soubra, AMS 1984
                                  Chief Academic Officer - AMSI Schools

9:35 - 9:50 Keynote Address - H.E. Saleh Mohamed Al Geziry, AMG 1998
Director General - Ajman Tourism Development Department 

10:05 - 10:55

Panel 1: Courageous Choices 
Moderator: Dino Drimakis, AMG 2005
Panelists:
     •Saud Arjomand, AMB 2004
     •Kareem Derbas, AMG 1995
     •Mohammad Al Hashimi, AMG 2006
     •Samer Al Sayegh, AMB 2007

10:55 - 11:10 Q & A

11:10 - 12:00 1st round of Breakout Sessions

12:00 - 12:45 2nd round of Breakout Sessions

12:45 - 13:25 Lunch Break

13:30 - 14:35

Panel 2: Turning Points
Moderator: Mania Merrikhi, AMG 2000
Panelists:
     •Peyman Al Awadhi, AMG 1993 
     •Antonio Chidiac, ISAS 2008 
     •Rashed Abdulhamid, AMB 2005
     •Yaser AlKamda, AMB 2001 

14:35 - 14:50 Q & A

15:05 - 15:25

Panel 3: Hot Potato Session
Moderator: Alissar Nasr Soubra, AMS 1984
Panelists:
     •H.E Saleh Al Geziry, AMG 1998 
     •Kareem Dirbas, AMG 1995 
     •Antonio Chidiac, ISAS 2008 
     •Mohammad Al Hashimi, AMG 2006 
     •Peyman Al Awadhi, AMG 1993
     •Rashed Abdulhamid, AMB 2005 
     •Samer Al Sayegh, AMB 2007
     •Yasser Al Kimda, AMB 2001
     •Saud Arjumand, AMB 2004

15:25 Closing Remarks - Mrs. Alissar Nasr Soubra, AMS 1984
                                 Chief Academic Officer - AMSI Schools

“Making my decisions, Owning my outcomes”
”قراراتي تصنع مكتسباتي“

February 4, 2020



Keynote Speaker

Saleh Mohamed Al Geziry, graduated from the Al Mawakeb School - Al Garhoud in 1998 to 
continue his educational career with a Bachelors in Marketing from the American University in 
Dubai then an Executive Diploma in Public Administration from the Lee Kuan Yew University of 
Singapore. 

He started his career in 2002 with the public sector, joining the team at the Dubai Department 
of Tourism and Commerce Marketing (DTCM) as an Executive in the Overseas Promotions 
divisions, where he climbed the ladder to reach the role of Director Overseas Promotions and 
Inward Missions. Throughout his 12 years with the DTCM, Saleh managed to wear several hats 
both within his official scope of work which was promoting Dubai as a tourism and commercial 
hub around the world, in addition to the other Governmental committees he was a member of. 
Throughout this period, Saleh had many personal achievements as well such as winning the 
Dubai Government Excellence Award and graduating from the Mohamed Bin Rashid Leadership 
Program. 

Moving from the public sector to the private sector, Saleh joined Meraas Holding in 2014 as the 
Director of Hospitality, then moving to the Retail division to then grow into their Vice President 
of Retail; looking after their retail destinations such as CITYWALK and THE BEACH, in addition 
to opening new destinations such as BOXPARK, The Outlet Village, Last Exit, Kite Beach, and 
CITYWALK’s new extension; not forgetting the development of new projects which included 
Marsa Al Seef, La Mer, Bluewaters. 

In May 2017, HH Sheikh Humaid Bin Rashid Al Nuaimi, Ruler of Ajman and Member of the 
Supreme Council of the Union, issued an Emiri Decree on the appointment of Saleh as the 
Director General of the Ajman Tourism Development Department. Apart from his professional 
career, Saleh was very active within the sports world from his childhood with being a member of 
school and university varsity teams and later playing for the UAE in both their Squash and Polo 
teams. He now enjoys his free time fishing and flying his falcons, where he has also turned his 
hobby into a business by opening the first privately owned bird of prey center in Dubai.”

H.E. Saleh Mohamed Al Geziry, Al Mawakeb Al Garhoud, Class of 1998 
Director General - Ajman Tourism Development Department



Speakers & Panelists

*Panelists are listed in order of Graduation Year

Saud Arjomand - Al Mawakeb Al Barsha, Class of 2004
Reactor Operator at Nawah Energy Company

•Mechatronics Engineering from Higher College of Technology
•Joined Dubai metro project in 2009 and was involved in the initial start up
•Joined Emirates Aluminum in 2011 where he was involved in the first production of 
aluminum in the company
•Joined 2012 Emirates Nuclear Energy Corporation for the reactor operator position, 
went through intense course to achieve the license to be an operator
•Studied for 3 years in South Korea as part of achieving the license and going through 
intense training
•In 2019 he was from the first batch of Certified Rector operator for Barakah Nuclear 
Power Plant Unit 1

Yaser Alkamdah - Al Mawakeb Al Barsha, Class of 2001
Head of Services Sections at Dubai Police, Criminal Investigations Department

•Bachelor of Business Administration from the American University in Dubai
•General Manager of a family established business investment

Peyman Al Awadhi - Al Mawakeb Al Garhoud, Class of 1993
Travel Filmmaker at Peyman Al Awadhi Productions
•Bachelor of Business Administration from the University of Houston
•First english language travel show from the region

Kareem Derbas - Al Mawakeb Al Garhoud, Class of 1995
Co-Founder, Partner and CEO of Palma Holding
CEO, Partner & Board Member of Palma Investment 

•Owner/President Management Program - Harvard Business School  
•Bachelor of Business Administrtion from the American University of Beirut
•Has over a decade of experience in Dubai’s real estate market where he has developed 
the group into a fully integrated real estate company
•At the peak of Dubai’s real estate boom, Kareem was managing a property portfolio 
in excess of AED 10 billion (USD 3 billion)
•Participated in Fishing Offshore World Championship 2017 in Costa Rica



Speakers & Panelists

Antonio Chidiac - International School of Arts & Sciences, Class of 2013
Associate Strategy Consultant at PwC

•Master of Science in Business Management from Boston University
•Bachelor of Arts in Psychological & Brain Sciences, minor in Economics from Boston 
University
•Developed the investment strategy and operating model for a GCC Ministry’s Innovation 
Fund to encourage startup contribution to the local economy in the financial sector and 
public finance ecosystem.
•Set up a podcast on the region’s most exciting startups and entrepreneurial journeys 
aimed at educating the region’s youth on the challenges faced and skills required to 
develop a successful venture in the Middle East 
•Backpacked across 4 islands in Indonesia for 14 days entirely solo

Rashed Abdulhamid - Al Mawakeb Al Barsha, Class of 2005
Senior Manager Operations - Etihad Airways 

•Bachelor of Business Administration from Higher College of Technology
•Started out as a customer service agent in Dubai Municipality
•Joined Etihad Airways as a graduate manager and made his way up the ladder to senior 
manager - he was the youngest 
•He is a UAE national player and a table tennis champion that holds more than 100 gold 
medals

*Panelists are listed in order of Graduation Year

Mohammad Al Hashimi, Al Mawakeb Al Barsha, Class of 2013
1st lieutenant - Dubai Police
Young entrepreneur

•Master of Engineering Management from the American University of Sharjah
•BEng. in Mechanical Engineering from the American University of Sharjah
•Opened his first café branch in 2018 in Sharjah, and was successful enough to open 
another branch in Dubai in 2019

Samer El Sayegh - Al Mawakeb Al Barsha, Class of 2007
Operations Manager - ICAD Group

•Bachelor of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science from the University of Ottawa
•Started his career as a site engineer in the King Abdelaziz International airport project, 
with 10 employees tackling a 1.25 Billion SAR project
•Assigned to develop ICADs own ERP system “HR, Supply chain. Tender, marketing, 
Project Management” which is now a main pillar of ICAD group
•Grew from a Site Engineer position in ICAD to one of the main leaders in the group









Marketing and Communications Consultant
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Your generosity made our event that much more special...

Rayan Daouk
Al Mawakeb Al Barsha, Class of 2002

Shaima Al Shirawi
Al Mawakeb Al Barsha, Class of 2003

Fadl Al Safadi
Al Mawakeb Al Garhoud, Class of 2005

Mira Nasr
Al Mawakeb Al Garhoud, Class of 2010

for being part of our 6th AMSI Voices Conference.

Layla Kamber
Al Mawakeb Al Garhoud, Class of 2003

Walid Nasr - Freelance Videographer
International School of Arts & Sciences, Class of 2012

ThankYou!

“Making my decisions, Owning my outcomes”
”قراراتي تصنع مكتسبات“

February 4, 2020






